Greetings from the Desert Southwest!





It is with great enthusiasm that we present you with information on the 30th Annual National Insulator Association’s Show, Sale & Convention!  We believe that we have selected one of the finest convention facilities along Scottsdale’s famed “Resort Row.”  In fact, the DoubleTree Paradise Valley Resort is a AAA Four Diamond 22 acre luxury resort, with 387 oversized rooms and suites.  Golf, shopping, desert jeep tours, hot air ballooning, horseback riding and much more are only a short distance away. 





We are able to offer what we feel are extraordinary accommodations at a great value for our guests. The “Grand Ballroom,” provides 8,700 sq. ft., so we will be having displays in the same room as sales tables.  Aisles will be 8 ft. wide, and the 15 ft. high vaulted ceilings provide a nice sense of openness.  Lighting is four-fold: Fluorescent lighting in the ceiling, incandescent chandeliers, halogen spotlights, and electricity for dealers to use their own supplemental lights.  “Rattlers” is off of the hotel’s lobby and will be the sight of the awards banquet ($25 per person).  It seats 150 people, has a permanently stocked cash bar, and sit-down dinner service has been arranged.  The resort has many amenities:





Guestrooms: This resort typically books for $150 to $250 per night.  All rooms are decorated with a Frank Lloyd Wright feel to them with light pines, cottons and leather.  A king-size bed (or two doubles), in-room mini-bar refrigerators, coffee makers, lighted make-up mirrors, ironing boards with irons, hair dryers, dual vanities, a commode phone (for those really important calls), and Nintendo, are standard.  All rooms have a work area with an executive desk and leather chair.  Telephones are equipped with voice mail and have a second line with data-ports to allow guests to send faxes from their laptop computers and still be able to use the telephone for calling out or receiving calls.  We have arranged for these rooms for a fee of $85 per night single or double occupancy!





Swimming: You can relax in and around the tropical settings of the DoubleTree’s two outdoor pools.  Cascading fountains and lush gardens surround both pools, each with its own whirlpool spa.





�Golf/Tennis: Four outdoor clay and two indoor tennis courts, where you can play day or night.  Golfers are granted full privileges at either the Orange Tree Golf Club or McCormick Ranch Golf Club, which are only about 5-10 minutes away.  





�Health Club: Two indoor racquetball courts, weight lifting equipment (as if the boxes of insulators weren’t enough), indoor therapy spa, steam rooms, saunas, licensed massage therapists and beauty salon can spoil you quickly.





Dining/Lounges: EnFuego is an atrium style Southwestern restaurant which serves breakfast, lunch and dinner.  Sunday brunches and breakfast buffets are given as well. There is also a convenient poolside patio snack-bar for lunches, snacks and drinks.  The Loggia Lounge offers live music, happy hour snacks and drink specials.


Shopping: Scottsdale shopping is among the finest in the world.  The Borgata and Fifth Avenue boutiques, as well as Fashion Square Mall, are only a few blocks away.  





Area attractions: Scottsdale is one of the Southwest’s, most popular destinations.  Sedona and Oak Creek Canyon (“red rock country”), are less than two hours to the north, while the Grand Canyon is about three and a half hours to the north.  There are many National Monuments that are even closer, including Montezuma’s Castle and Casa Grande.  To the northeast is Monument Valley and Canyon de Chelly.  Tucson is two hours to the south.  And yes, you will see those magnificent Saguaros in and around Scottsdale!  This is the time to take that Western vacation you have always dreamed about.  





Airline Discount: For the first time in NIA history, you have a special opportunity to save on your airline tickets!  We have arranged with America West Airlines to provide guests for the 30th Annual Convention, with special discounts!  Look for details in the attached show plans! 





Western Outing: Rawhide is a famous tourist attraction in north Scottsdale.  It is a re-creation of an 1880’s western town, complete with wooden buildings, board sidewalks and dirt streets. There is no admission charge.  It’s a great place for steak, barbecued chicken, rattlesnake, etc.  Authentic western items from the 1880’s decorate the steakhouse.  Live entertainment is provided.  We feel that this will be the perfect “western” outing for Friday night.  It is about 11 miles north of the hotel right on Scottsdale Road.  Examine the authentic covered wagons.  Visit the old time photo studio and get dressed up for the part.  Watch the gunfights in the street.  Visit with the Native Americans and examine their latest jewelry creations.  Ride the stagecoach or mule train.  Sheep roam the streets.  Pan for gold.  Take your best shot at the shooting gallery.  The whole family will love it and kids go crazy for the petting zoo. 





If you should have any questions, do not hesitate to contact us!  We are Arizona experts, having traveled extensively throughout the State, and are willing to help you plan an entire vacation!  We’re looking forward to seeing you!





Very truly yours,


Steven and Melanie Marks �
30th Annual National Insulator Association’s 


Show, Sale and Convention





Show Hosts: Steve and Melanie Marks, 21639 N. 74th Way, Scottsdale, AZ  85255  602-473-7014. 





Show Dates & Times:  


Thrs. June 24th:  5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Display set-up


	            5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Dealer unloading only





  Fri. June 25th:  6:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. Dealer/Display set-up


	9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. NIA Day


		5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. NIA Mem. Mtg.


	7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Rawhide Outing





  Sat. June 26th:  8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. Dealer/Display set-up


	            9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. General Admission


	            4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Seminar on Altered


        and Repaired Insulators


            5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Cocktail Hour


	            6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Awards Banquet





 Sun. June 27th:  7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. Treasure Hunt


8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. Dealer set-up


		9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. General Admission


		3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Dealer/Display pack-up





�Facility Address: DoubleTree Paradise Valley Resort, 5401 North Scottsdale Road, Scottsdale, Arizona  85250.  Phone:  602-947-5400.  Fax:  602-941-1867.  13 Miles from Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport.  Located on the southeast corner of Scottsdale and Jackrabbit Roads (just north of Camelback Road, just south of McDonald Drive).  


Airline Discount: We have arranged with America West Airlines, for special discounts, with very few restrictions.  Here’s the drill:  


1. Call 1-800-548-7575 which directly connects you to America West’s Group/Meeting Reservations.


2. Tell them that you are attending the 30th Annual National Insulator Show and that the “CAMS Code is 6786.”


3.  Pick your flight dates and times.


4. You will receive a 5% discount on the lowest available fare in coach class ($150 min. fare), or


5.  You will receive a 10% discount off of first class, and


6. You will receive a BONUS DISCOUNT of an additional 5% applicable to coach or first class), if you make your reservations at least 60 days in advance!


�7. Your tickets will be mailed to you.  Check-in at the gate for boarding passes!


8.  Restrictions:  You must complete your travel between June 19th and July 2nd.  That’s a 14 day window which includes five days before the National, and five days after, and 


9. You must fly into Phoenix, but you can leave out of any other airport America West services should you choose to do so (i.e. Las Vegas, Los Angeles, or Albuquerque).  


Transportation: Super Shuttle (602-244-9000), is $10.00 per person, to or from Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport.  In and around Scottsdale, the DoubleTree has a complimentary van that takes guests within a three mile radius (which covers most shopping areas including Old Town, Fashion Square Mall, etc.).  “Ollie the Trolley” is $5 per person per day, and stops hourly at the resort.  Avis has an office at the resort.





Parking: 500 spaces.  No parking fees.  Complimentary Valet Service for all hotel guests!





Closest Overnight Parking for Campers: The Scottsdale Trailer Corral (602-947-8532), has an overnight rate of $25 and includes water, electricity, restrooms, showers and laundry facilities.  The Corral is located between Osborn Road and Earll Drive at 3202 N. Scottsdale Road, and is less than three miles from the DoubleTree. 





Admission Charge: $4 includes one raffle ticket.  There is no charge for children under 12 accompanied by an adult.  Dealers, exhibitors and their families are exempt from the admission charge.  Admission is good for all three days.  Friday, June 25th is designated NIA Day and only NIA members will be admitted into the show hall.  This rule also applies to dealers, exhibitors and “helpers.”  It is strongly recommended that you renew your membership or join the NIA before attending the show.





Raffle: Proceeds benefit the Grand Canyon State Insulator Club!


$5    for 6 tickets = 1 free         $30 for 40 tickets = 10 free


$10  for 12 tickets = 2 free        $40 for 55 tickets = 15 free


$20  for 25 tickets = 5 free        $50 for 70 tickets = 20 free


Celebrate 30 years of NIA National Shows as we raffle-off thirty CD 102 C.G.I.Co. Lt. Purple Ponies as part of the biggest and best NIA National raffle ever!  Prizes, will be drawn at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, and will also include club subscriptions, magazine subscriptions, NIA membership dues, books, artwork, Scottsdale and Rawhide souvenirs, and of course more insulators (including a Lt. Purple CD 178 California/Santa Ana)! 





Treasure Hunt: Top Secret!  Well, ok, the top prize is a cobalt signal!





Room Rates: $85 per night, single or double occupancy.  Rates good from Tuesday, June 22nd until Monday  June 28th.  Room block reservation and special rates expire on May 31, 1999, so be sure to book early!  





Reservations: 1-602-947-5400  You must make reference to the fact that you are attending the 30th Annual National Insulator Association (NIA) Show, Sale and Convention on your initial call, in order to receive the reduced rate.  You will be given an individual confirmation number. 


�
Reasons to Choose Scottsdale as Your 1999 Vacation Destination





�
Recreation & Adventure:


Jeep Excursions


Scenic River Floats


Hiking and Rock Climbing


Hot Air Ballooning


Mountain Biking


Horseback Riding


World Class Golfing (over 125 courses!)


70 miles of bike and pedestrian paths


Not far from Sedona or the Grand Canyon





Fine/Performing Arts:


Over 100 galleries, studios and museums


Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation (Taliesen West)


Scottsdale Center for the Performing Arts


Scottsdale Symphony Orchestra





Sports:


Phoenix Suns


Sun Devil Stadium and the Arizona Cardinals


Arizona Diamondbacks and the Amazing BOB


     (BankOne Ballpark – natural grass - air conditioned!)


America West Arena and the Phoenix Coyotes


Attractions/Shopping:


Desert Botanical Gardens


IMAX Theater


Out of Africa Wildlife Park


Rawhide


Phoenix Zoo


Cracker Jax Family Fun & Sports Park


Hall of Flame Fire Fighting Museum


Champlin Fighter Museum


Scottsdale Fashion Square Mall


Arizona Factory Shops


The Borgata (cafes and boutique shops)


5th Avenue Shopping District


Main Street Arts & Antique District


Old Town Scottsdale


El Pedregal Festival Marketplace


Arizona Science Center


Telephone Pioneer Museum





Dining/Entertainment:


Southwestern and Mexican cuisine


Western Steakhouses


Elegant and Fine Dinning at award winning Restaurants�
�Answers to Frequently Asked Questions





�
“What is the temperature in Scottsdale?”  


Based on the heat stress index, Scottsdale is more comfortable than Orlando, New Orleans, Miami and Dallas.  Expect June temperatures to reach about 100 degrees by the afternoon, but with the humidity at about 15% it’s a “dry heat!”  You will be more comfortable than you were in Chicago or Williamsburg!  Evening temperatures drop 25 to 30 degrees, making comfortable summer nights and mornings.  EVERYTHING is adequately air-conditioned!





“Will we be close enough to visit Sedona and the Grand Canyon?”  


ABSOLUTELY!  Our speed limit is 75 mph!  Sedona is less than two hours from Scottsdale, while the Grand Canyon is about three and a half hours away.  Sedona is always about 10 degrees cooler, while the Grand Canyon is about 20 degrees cooler.  Words cannot describe the beauty of either place.  Stay a couple of extra days and make the  trip.  Along the way be sure to check out Montezuma’s Castle National Monument  (Sinagua Indian Cliff Dwelling Ruin).  





“Is there water in the desert?”


YES!  There are beautiful lakes and rivers within a 45 minute drive, where you can fish or rent Boats.  The Sonoran Desert has more vegetation than any other desert in the world, and the only place in the US where the magnificent Saguaro Cactus grows!  Arizona has more boats per capita than any other state.  Lake Powell has more shoreline than the entire western U.S. coast.  While you are up there, be sure to see Rainbow Bridge and take the Glen Canyon Dam Tour.





“How do we get to Scottsdale?”


13 major airline carriers service Sky Harbor International Airport.  Airfares are highly discounted in the summer.  Sky Harbor was rated by Money Magazine as the third best airport to fly into.  America West Airlines which has non-stop service to the east and west coasts has its hub here and we have arranged for special discounts!  Scottsdale is fairly close to other major airports including Las Vegas (less than 5 hours).


�
Dealer/Exhibitor Information





�
Dealers:  Dealers will be set-up in the Grand Ballroom which is located on the first floor of the resort.  Easy access for loading and unloading is available directly from the parking lot to the Ballroom.  Need a cart from the hotel?  Just ask for one, but it wouldn’t hurt to bring your own.  The public will be entering from the main lobby.  All sales tables must remain set-up until 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, as this is the advertised closing time for the show and there is a fee for admission.  Please be sure to fill in the number of name tags requested and names required.  Dealers are responsible for collecting and paying any applicable taxes.  





Exhibitors:  Exhibits will also be set-up in the Grand Ballroom (see above regarding access).  An exhibitor reservation form and the NIA Exhibit and Judging Rules are enclosed.  Table and admission fees are waived for exhibitors.  Note rule above regarding set-up until 3:00 p.m.  Exceptions to this rule will be made by prior arrangement only, with special consideration given to those traveling long distances.  





NIA Day:  Dealers who set-up on Friday, Exhibitors who set-up on Thursday, and “helpers” must be NIA members.  Since the NIA does not start to process memberships until shortly before the public is admitted, dealers and exhibitors who postpone joining the NIA or postpone renewing their existing memberships, will have to wait until then to set-up!  Note also the rule pertaining to “helpers” being NIA members for admission on NIA day.  





Sales/Exhibit Table Size:  6’ x 30” with white table cloths and two chairs per table.


�Table Costs:  1 for $45 ($45)					        2 for $85 ($45 + $40)				        3 for $120 ($45 + $40 + $35)	


	        4 for $150 ($45 + $40 + $35 + $30)		        5 for $175 ($45 + $40 + $35 + $30 + $25)





Deposit Amount:  Full payment required at time of reservation.





Refund Cut-Off Date:  Friday, May 28th.  “No shows” will not receive a refund.





Number of Sales Tables:  111 (55 already sold!) 





Number of Exhibit Tables:  21 (12 already taken!)





Electricity:  Will be furnished for sales tables and displays as needed.  Bring your own extension cords.





Security:  24 hour hotel security is in place.  Immediately after show hours all doors will be padlocked and remain so until 6:30 a.m. on Friday and 8:00 a.m. on Saturday and Sunday.  Neither the show hosts, the NIA, the GCSIC or the DoubleTree resort will be responsible for theft, breakage or other losses of participant’s property.





Package Shipment:  Packages may be shipped via UPS to the DoubleTree.  Plan for your packages to arrive no earlier than Tuesday, June 22nd.  Ship packages to yourself in care of the hotel.  Clearly mark the package as being for the NIA Show Thursday, June 24th  through Sunday, June 27th.  A locked storage room will be available.  For the return trip, please contact the DoubleTree’s shipping and receiving department for your shipping needs.  


�
�
Rawhide Outing





Please see the enclosed brochure for details about Rawhide!  We would like to get a rough idea as to how many people are interested in attending (please fill out and return the form below), so that we can let Rawhide know.  Our plan is to just have everyone meet at Rawhide around 7:00 p.m. Friday night, and let everyone go their own way!  Remember, admission is FREE!  Some will want to explore the town, others may want to have dinner first.  Directions couldn’t be easier.  Go out of the hotel, make a right on to Scottsdale Road, and keep on going!  You’ll get there in about 15 minutes.  It’s on your right, you can’t miss it.  





Banquet Reservations





The 30th Annual National Insulator Association’s Show, Sale and Convention’s Awards Banquet will be held on Saturday, June 26th at 6:30 p.m. in “Rattlers.”  “Rattlers” features a permanently stocked cash bar and small stage for award presentations.  There will be a cocktail hour in the Loggia Lounge prior to the start of the banquet (5:30 – 6:30 p.m.), which is located just off of the hotel’s lobby.  The banquet offers a great chance to meet other collectors and enjoy a meal together.  Sit down service for 150 has been arranged.  Following dinner, the awards program will begin, commencing with awards presented by the NIA.  Presentations of awards by local clubs and individuals follows.  Guests enjoy the excitement of the awards presentations whether they win one or get to see others receive one.  But they seem to enjoy it more when they win one themselves. 





We will be serving Garden Harvest Salad with Raspberry Vinaigrette; Roasted Breast of Chicken topped with Garlic Cream Sauce, Rice Pilaf, Fresh Vegetables, Assorted Rolls with Butter, and Zabaglione Mousse Garnished with Berries served in a Wine Glass.  Cost $25 per person includes tax and tip ($15 age 12 and under).  Please contact show hosts with any special dietary needs.  Requests and payment for Banquet reservations must be received by Friday, May 28th.   


�
30th Annual National Insulator Association’s Show, Sale and Convention


Dealer Agreement





Dealer’s Name: _______________________________________________________   NIA#____________





Address: _________________________________________________   City: ________________________





State: _____   Zip Code: __________   Phone: __________   Fax: __________   E-Mail:  _____________





Helper’s Name: _______________________________________________  Helper’s NIA # ____________





Family Member(s) and their NIA #’s ________________________________________________________





Name Badges Required: _____________________;  _____________________;  _____________________.





I would like to reserve, and have included payment for _______ table(s) for a total of  $______________ in 


accordance with the progressive discount schedule (1 for $45; 2 for $85; 3 for $120; 4 for $150; 5 for $175).


I understand that the Show Hosts will make every reasonable effort to accommodate my choice of location, but cannot guarantee a specific location.  Tables will be 6’ x 30” with a white linen table cloth.  Each table will have two chairs.  I do  _____   do not  ______   need electricity.





Items for sale [Please note which items are primary and which are secondary]:


Insulators, Lightning Rod Equipment & “Go-Withs” ______________________   Approximate % _______


Bottles, Jars, Stoneware, etc. _________________________________________   Approximate % _______


Telephone and Telegraph ____________________________________________   Approximate % _______


Railroadania  ______________________________________________________   Approximate % _______





I, and my representatives (i.e. participating family members, helpers, other dealers, etc.), agree to abide by the NIA General Show Floor Rules, Code of Ethics, and any special rules as specified in the information included in this show packet.  I understand that neither the National Insulator Association, the Show Hosts, the DoubleTree Paradise Valley Resort, or the Grand Canyon State Insulator Club, will be responsible for theft, loss, or damage to person or property, from any cause whatsoever during my participation in this event.





I understand that I am responsible for collecting and paying any applicable taxes.  





I hereby agree to indemnify and hold harmless the DoubleTree Paradise Valley Resort, the National Insulator Association, its Directors, Chairpersons, agents and members, and the Show Hosts, from any liability resulting from my activities at the NIA 30th Annual Show, Sale and Convention, including, but not limited to, liability resulting from the display, offer for sale, or the actual sale of any item(s) by myself or by any of my representatives (i.e. participating family members, helpers, other dealers, etc.).  





I also understand that failure to comply with the terms of this Agreement may result in my expulsion from the show premises, and/or limitations placed on my future participation in NIA sanctioned shows and activities.  








Signature: ____________________________________________________   Date: ______________________





Please return this completed form with check or money order made out to Steve Marks, 21639 N. 74th Way, Scottsdale, AZ  85255


�
30th Annual National Insulator Association’s Show, Sale and Convention


Exhibitor Agreement





Exhibitor’s Name: __________________________________________��__________  NIA #_____________





Address: _________________________________________________   City: ________________________





State: _____   Zip Code: __________   Phone: __________   Fax: __________   E-Mail:  _____________





Helper’s Name: _______________________________________________  Helper’s NIA # ____________





Family Member(s) and their NIA #’s ________________________________________________________





Name Badges Required: _____________________;  _____________________;  _____________________.





Category in which I am entering my exhibit:





___  Threaded Glass	   ___  Threadless Glass    ___  Color    ___  Specialty    ___  General    ___  Junior





___  Lightning Rod Equipment    ___  Go-Withs    ___  Foreign    ___  Porcelain    ___  Non-Competitive





Please describe your exhibit:  ______________________________________________________________





_______________________________________________________________________________________





Please describe any special requirements needed (i.e. electricity):  ________________________________





_______________________________________________________________________________________





I, and my representatives (i.e. participating family members, helpers, other dealers, etc.), agree to abide by the NIA General Show Floor Rules, Code of Ethics, and any special rules as specified in the information included in this show packet.  I understand that neither the National Insulator Association, the Show Hosts, the DoubleTree Paradise Valley Resort, or the Grand Canyon State Insulator Club, will be responsible for theft, loss, or damage to person or property, from any cause whatsoever during my participation in this event. 





I hereby agree to indemnify and hold harmless the DoubleTree Paradise Valley Resort, the National Insulator Association, its Directors, Chairpersons, agents and members, and the Show Hosts, from any liability resulting from my activities at the NIA 30th Annual Show, Sale and Convention, including, but not limited to, liability resulting from the display, offer for sale, or the actual sale of any item(s) by myself or by any of my representatives (i.e. participating family members, helpers, other dealers, etc.).  





I also understand that failure to comply with the terms of this Agreement may result in my expulsion from the show premises, and/or limitations placed on my future participation in NIA sanctioned shows and activities.  








Signature: ____________________________________________________   Date: ______________________





Please return this completed form to Steve Marks, 21639 N. 74th Way, Scottsdale, AZ  85255


�
 �


���Please reserve  _____  dinners at $25 each;  _____  dinners at $15 each.  Enclosed is $____________.





Name: __________________________________________��____________________  NIA #_____________





Address: __________________________________________________   City: _______________________





State: _____   Zip Code: __________   Phone: __________   Fax: __________   E-Mail:  _____________





I will _____  will not _____ be attending the informal Rawhide Outing on Friday night.





Please detach this form and send with check or money order made out to Steve Marks, 21639 N. 74th Way, Scottsdale, AZ  85255

















�
NIA General Show Floor Rules





These Floor Rules have been adopted by the NIA Board as a guide to proper conduct of individuals at insulator shows, and they are to be publicized to all show participants and attendees.  Only items #1 through #7 are of concern to the general public.  All items, #1 through #18, are of concern to the sales table dealers and exhibitors.





1.  All participants shall abide by the NIA Code of Ethics.





2.  Participants shall not knowingly misrepresent the attribution, condition, rarity or value of insulators or related items they offer for sale or trade.





3.  All categories of insulators as defined in the NIA Code of Ethics shall be both marked and marketed with respect to the mandates for such, as specified in the NIA Code of Ethics.  With respect to addressing proper conduct at NIA sanctioned shows “Questionable Insulators,” are insulators about which there is uncertainty, as to whether they are original, imitation, altered or restored.  Dealers and exhibitors shall honor and comply with all requests from show hosts and/or NIA officials which pertain to any items deemed by them to be categorized as “questionable.”  Such requests may involve labeling or removal from sales tables or exhibits.  It shall be the show host’s responsibility to strictly enforce this rule and the decision of the show hosts shall be final.





4.  All restored or repaired items on sales tables must be clearly labeled as such.





5.  All show participants and the attending public shall respect any show rules in force with respect to local ordinances and restrictions imposed by the owner of the facility.





6.  Positively no public attendance during show set-up hours.





7.  “Aisle dealing” by the attending public will not be permitted.





8.  It will not be permissible for sales table dealers to “work the aisles” in any fashion which preempts the opportunities of fellow dealers.





9.  Dealer side shows (spotlights, excessive cow bell ringing, etc.), shall not be carried to the point of being abusive to fellow dealers and the general public.





10.  Dealers will not sub-let all or portions of tables without first consulting with the show chairman and obtaining permission.





11.  Dealers shall keep aisles in front of tables free of boxes and clutter.





12.  Dealers are encouraged to not leave their uncovered tables unattended at any time and do so at their own risk of loss.





13.  Dealers should keep their sales tables intact until the end of the published show hours.  There will be exceptions made for those driving long distances or needing to make other travel connections, but advance arrangements should be made with the show chairman when making table reservations.  The chairman reserves the right to locate such table on the outer aisle or near exits to avoid disruption of the rest of the show with any early departures.  The chairman may announce blanket authority for early takedown at such time as public attendance appears to have essentially ceased anytime Sunday afternoon.





14.  Dealers and exhibitors will be responsible for any damage they do to the facilities with their set-up practices.  Please no thumbtacks and no signs or other items taped to walls or furnishings.





15.  The NIA and the show hosts will make every effort to provide good security, but neither will be responsible for any loss of participant property due to theft, loss or breakage.  Each dealer and exhibitor is asked to help in security by watching after his own items and by keeping an eye on adjacent tables in situations of obvious risk.





16.  At the NIA National Show only, exhibitors and sales table dealers who offer a substantial amount (over 25% of table), of insulators and/or “related items” must be NIA members.





17.  The reservation of a sales table or an exhibit space constitutes the acceptance of these rules and agreement to comply with them.





18.  All show hosts of NIA sanctioned shows shall secure an NIA approved agreement from dealers and exhibitors.  


NIA CODE OF ETHICS





	These definitions and mandates have been adopted by the NIA Board of Directors to guide membership in conducting their collecting and dealing activities honorably, honestly and in a manner which will present a good image of the hobby to the public.





Definitions:


	1.  “Original Insulators” are defined as any device, that was originally manufactured with the intent to be utilized for separating and/or supporting conductors or to otherwise prevent the undesired flow of electricity.





	2.  “Commemorative Insulators” are insulators that are manufactured to commemorate a specific event, promotion, or other purpose.  For example, this commemoration may be related to the insulator collecting hobby (as in connection with the NIA’s National Show and Convention), or it may be related to the production of insulators for the telegraph/telephone industry (as in the case of the swirl colored McLaughlin CD 162 and VTS CD 102 insulators).





	3.  “Imitation Insulators” are ones that purport to be, but in fact are not, original insulators, commemorative insulators, or salesman samples.  This category includes but is not limited to reproductions, copies, replicas, or counterfeits of original insulators, commemorative insulators or salesman samples.  


	


	4.  “Altered Insulators” include original insulators, commemorative insulators or salesman samples which have been intentionally altered from their originally manufactured condition in a manner other than described under “Restored Insulators”, below.  This category includes, but is not limited to mechanical actions (i.e. sandblasting, grinding, embossing modifications, etc.), heating, cutting and re-gluing, irradiation, dying and painting, and non-factory carnival coating.  Altered insulators are deemed to be objectionable to the best interests of the hobby.





	5.  “Restored Insulators”  are original insulators, commemorative insulators or salesman samples, that at some point in time have been subjected to some type of physical damage such as chipping, bruising, or complete breakage, but have been repaired in some way to make them appear as near to their original factory intended appearance as possible.  This may be accomplished by the use of various methods such as re-gluing, fill-in, fracture sealing, extensive tumbling, etc.  Restored insulators are not required to be permanently marked as is the case with imitation insulators.  The NIA does however require that any repair to an insulator be disclosed to a potential buyer.  It is important to note that for an insulator to be deemed “restored”, the repair must not enhance the insulator beyond what would have been its original factory intended appearance (i.e. removal of drip points or threads, change in color, etc.).  To do so would make it an altered insulator.  





	6.  “Salesman Samples” are models of insulators carried by salesmen, originally manufactured by insulator companies to promote the sale of their insulators to commercial customers.  Salesman samples were often produced in a smaller scale for ease of transportation by the salesmen.





	7.  “Miniature Insulators” are scale reproductions or replicas of full size insulators, and are imitation insulators.  Miniature insulators which were produced to commemorate a specific event, promotion, or other purpose, usually related to the insulator collecting hobby or telephone/telegraph industry, are commemorative insulators.





	8.  “Objectionable to the Best Interests of the Hobby” includes, but is not limited to, any action or item which is likely to cause financial damage and/or loss, ill will, or injury to collectors or organizations involved in the collecting of insulators and related items.  For example, a false or misleading representation of fact likely to cause confusion, and/or the possibility of the use of an insulator to commit fraud (either by the issuing party or through a subsequent party).  





	9.  “NIA Approved” is a term reserved for use by the NIA Board of Directors pursuant to the authority granted to it in Article II, Sec. 5.0 of the NIA By-Laws.  Upon application to the Board of Directors, an NIA member may apply for use of the term “NIA Approved” in conjunction with the manufacture and sale of commemorative insulators.





10.  “Manufactured in Accordance with NIA Guidelines” is a term reserved for use by the NIA Board of Directors pursuant to the authority granted to it in Article II, Sec. 5.0 of the NIA By-Laws.  Upon application to the Board of Directors, an NIA member may apply for use of the term “Manufactured in Accordance with NIA Guidelines” in conjunction with the manufacture and sale of imitation insulators.  Use of this term means that those engaged in the manufacturing of this particular insulator, have agreed to mark the imitation in a manner acceptable to the NIA to minimize the possibility that the item may be mistaken for, or misrepresented as, an original insulator.


 


         11.  “Permanently Marked” is defined as an identifying letter, number, etc., or a combination thereof, that cannot be removed from an imitation or altered insulator without obvious and conspicuous damage to it.  Ordinarily such a mark will be that of an impression (as opposed to an embossing which has the potential for removal).  However, due to the diverse styles of insulators, the NIA reserves the right to determine what constitutes permanent marking on a case by case basis for imitation and altered insulators.





NIA Members:


	1.  shall not make or manufacture any commemorative or imitation insulator, or related item without first clearing the design with the NIA to make certain that the item produced will not be objectionable to the best interests of the hobby.  





	2.  shall not make or manufacture, advertise, exhibit or introduce into the hobby for distribution (including buying, selling or trading), any imitation insulator which is not plainly and permanently marked “reproduction” with the calendar year in which such item was manufactured.  Where the physical size limitation of an insulator prohibits such a marking (as in the case of miniature imitation insulators), the calendar year will suffice.  





	3.  shall not make or manufacture, advertise, exhibit or introduce into the hobby for distribution (including buying, selling or trading), any imitation insulator or related item deemed by the NIA to be objectionable to the best interests of the hobby, unless pre-approved by the NIA for educational purposes.





	4.  shall not make or manufacture, advertise, exhibit or introduce into the hobby for distribution (including buying, selling or trading), any altered insulator or related item which is not plainly and permanently marked “fake”, unless pre-approved by the NIA for educational purposes.  





	5.  shall make every effort to comply with standards established by the NIA for accurate description of the type and condition of insulators.





	6.  shall carry out trade and sale transactions expeditiously and fairly to the satisfaction of all parties involved.  The NIA recommends that transactions be completed to the satisfaction of all parties involved within 30 days.  This allows collectors to pursue “second opinions” if they so desire, as to the authenticity of a piece, (i.e. original, restored or imitation).  It also protects the seller by defining a time period of reasonable expectation for closure on a deal.  However, buyers and sellers are free to structure their own approval terms and conditions to govern their transactions.





7.  shall conduct their collecting activities in a lawful manner.





8.  shall refrain from inferring to the public that the NIA or its members condone any harmful or unlawful practices in the pursuit of the hobby.





	9.  shall not knowingly misrepresent the rarity or value of insulators or related items they offer for sale or trade.





           10.  shall not make public accusations to fellow collectors about the possible misconduct of any collector or club, and shall refer such matters to the NIA Board of Directors for investigation, and if necessary, arbitration.  





           11.  shall not use any NIA emblems, insignia or credentials in any manner detrimental to the interests of the NIA, and shall report to the NIA any such use by others.





           12.  shall abide by all rules and policies established by the NIA and not be a disruptive or disturbing influence at any NIA meetings or insulator shows.  





NIA Position Statement on Grading Standards





The NIA encourages all members to declare any and all damage that would detract from an insulator's appearance and monetary value when compared to a "perfect" insulator.  The following descriptive categories are general guidelines, which collectors can use as a starting point for such descriptions, and are furnished in an effort to promote uniformity in grading.   The NIA strongly discourages the use of embellished abbreviated descriptions such as "VVVNM+."  Buyers and sellers are encouraged to verbally discuss the condition of an insulator before entering into a transaction.





M:  Mint.  No visible and/or apparent damage.


VNM:  Very Nearly Mint.  Very minor damage which detracts very little from the insulator's appearance.


NM:  Near Mint.  Minor damage which detracts from the insulator's appearance.


Fair:  Fair.  Damage that is quite noticeable and affects the desirability of owning the insulator. 


Spec:  Specimen.  Major damage to the point where a significant portion of the insulator is missing.  A piece that can best serve as 


          an example of a type of insulator.


�
NIA Exhibition Rules





1.  At the NIA National Show only, exhibitors whose exhibits consist of more than 25% of items categorized in Article II must be NIA members.  Exhibit space shall be free on a first-come basis; however, show hosts may charge exhibitors a deposit in order to manage available space and insure good faith.  All such deposits will be refunded to those who set-up their exhibits.  Exhibitors may be expected to bring their own fixtures, extension cords, etc.  Exhibit space at the National Show shall be limited to items listed in the categories listed in Article II.  Should available exhibit space remain after the deadline for reserving same, the show host may permit other non-competitive exhibits of suitable antique/collectible items subject to approval of the Board of Directors.  





2.  The exhibitor will determine the category at the time of entry application.





3.  Fake or altered items may be used on exhibits but must be clearly identified as such in the exhibit.  Repaired items are also acceptable in exhibits.





4.  All items in the exhibit must be owned by the collector.





5.  Club or group exhibits, or exhibits in which the items are owned by two or more persons, are acceptable but must be entered as non-competitive.





6.  Exhibits or portions thereof may not be marked “for sale” or collector valuation indicated in any way.





7.  Exhibits should not be dismantled until the end of the show unless prior arrangements are made with the show hosts.





8.  To assure exhibitor anonymity until the judging is completed, the exhibitor name cards will initially be turned face down with only an identifying exhibit number on the back side, and similarly any item used in the exhibit and which shows the name of the exhibitor or a relative, should be removed or covered until judging is complete.


�
�


9.  Exhibitors are requested to display their award(s) on their exhibit until it is taken down.





10.  Exhibitors are asked to wear any special name cards or badges which may be provided.





11.  A tally sheet will be furnished to exhibitors after the judging, showing how the judges rated each exhibit as compared with other entrants in the same category.  This will allow exhibitors to improve exhibits and technique in the future.  The judges will not be identified on these tally sheets.


�



12.  Judges and exhibitors should remember that displays are for the general public as well as for other members of the hobby, so it is desirable to be creative and original, and avoid showing the same exhibit several times without substantial modification.  Repetitive showings of the same exhibit could result in a reduced score.








NIA Judging Rules





1.  There will be a minimum of three qualified judges for any category, and a given person may judge more than one category if qualified.





2.  All judges at an NIA National should have previous judging experience.





3.  The majority of the judges at an NIA Regional should have previous judging experience.  The NIA encourages hosts of local and NIA Regional shows to also utilize persons as judges who have never judged before in order to give them judging experience.





4.  Judging panels should include at least one woman judge.





5.  At NIA National Shows the judging panel should include at least one judge from each of the three NIA regions.





6.  Judging decisions will be final.  Ties will be re-judged.





7.  A person may not judge any category in which that person or a family member has an entry.





8.  Prior to judging, the show hosts or judging chairman shall meet with the judging panel to review and discuss these rules.  





9.  Judging will be on a standard NIA 100 point system.  The average of all judges for any given category will be the final score.


The standard NIA 100 point system:


30 – Showmanship (eye-catching, public appeal, good use of go-withs, display props, lighting, etc.).


30 – Education (information, history, explanation, good use of titles, labels, hand-outs, etc.).


30 – Rarity (this must be considered in context with the items on display).


05 – Variety (a wide range of styles, colors, shapes, etc.).


05 – Originality (independent and creative thought, freshness of idea, new or unusual arrangement, etc.).





In addition to the positive scoring shown above, the judges are allowed to deduct from one to five points for each of the


following exhibit deficiencies:


Condition (points deducted if the exhibit is dirty or not presentable, or if the items exhibited are unclean, damaged


excessively, have unsightly repairs, etc.).


Category non-adherence (points deducted for items that are foreign to the category entered, such as threadless


insulators in a threaded exhibit, a domestic insulator in a foreign exhibit, etc.)





10.  Judges will be furnished standardized printed scoring sheets and accompanied by detailed guidelines on a number of points, of which the two most important are as follows:


Judges should consider each grading factor separately without regard to other factors.  Avoid the “halo” effect, such as a tendency to give an exhibit high scores in “Showmanship” and/or “Education” because it is outstanding in “Rarity.”


To make scoring meaningful, judges should score “average exhibits in the middle of the point range (such as 15 points for Showmanship, etc.).  Inferior or superior ratings will range downward or upward from that median as appropriate.








NIA Position on Fakes and Reproductions





1.  Guidelines for the permanent marking of various categories of insulators and items are specified in the NIA Code of Ethics.  The goal is that the existence of appropriate markings will cause the prospective purchaser to easily recognize that an item is an imitation, a commemorative or has been altered or restored, or cause him/her to question its authenticity.





�
�2.  We are asking that hosts of NIA sanctioned shows (and hopefully all insulator shows whether sanctioned or not), note the rules and the applicable Code of Ethics definitions and mandates pertinent to “fakes and reproduction” items in their Dealer Agreement, in addition to providing a copy of the NIA General Show Floor Rules to all participants. 





3.  We are asking that show hosts monitor the tables during the set-up and conduct of the show and take appropriate action if improperly marked and/or “questionable” items appear on tables.  It is understood that the show host will have the full support of the NIA for enforcement of the standards set forth.  Any NIA Board member(s) and/or designated NIA representative who may be in attendance at an NIA sanctioned show, will provide active assistance should a show host require such in resolving any violation of the NIA standards. 





�
4.  NIA sanctioned shows are by definition National and Regional shows but can be defined as any show where the NIA ribbon is to be awarded for exhibits.





5.  In addition, we are asking that all NIA member (and hopefully non-members), observe the rules pertaining to “fakes and


reproductions” not only at shows, but at all times when dealing with their fellow collectors, including mail order transactions.
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